University of South Alabama - English Language Center 

ESL 024-01 Intermediate Listening

Summer Term 2010
Revised
Instructor:     Mrs. Sandra Rogers





E-mail:          sandrogers123@yahoo.com
Office #:        226
Office Hours: Wednesday & Friday at 8:00-9:00 a.m.
URL: http://teacherrogers.pbworks.com
Course Objective: The purpose of this class is to provide listening practice to improve students’ listening comprehension skills.  Students will learn to comprehend passages of normal speech at normal speed.  Intensive listening focuses on specific details, words and phonemes of shorter listening passages.  Extensive listening will focus on catching the gist of longer, more difficult recorded interviews and discussions.
No Text Book Required: Please bring a notebook to class.  Students will use the Internet to access various ESL listening Web sites in the computer lab that have been determined by the instructor as appropriate.  During this time, students are not permitted to check their email, conduct text-based chats online or otherwise leave the selected listening sites.  Improper use of the computer will be reported to the ELC coordinator.
Attendance: Class attendance is vital to a student’s success. A maximum of three (3) absences are allowed in each course, not counting excused absences for medical reasons or an emergency. Excused absences for medical reasons need to be documented by a physician. An example of an excused absence for an emergency would be a documented car wreck. Note that absences will not be excused because of personal business, such as driver’s license examinations, moving, vacations, travel or other similar reasons. Use your three unexcused absences for these purposes.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Four or more unexcused absences will result in a grade of U (Unsatisfactory = failing grade) in the class. 

Excused absences for medical reasons require submission of a valid physician’s excuse stating that in the opinion of the doctor, class attendance is not possible. The doctor’s note must give the dates during which the student is unable to attend class. Absences due to an emergency must also be documented; for example, a car wreck must be documented by a written police report. Note that in some cases, and on a case by case basis, the instructor or the program coordinator may choose to send the documentation to Ms. Andrea Agnew, Director of Special Student Services (SC 270; Tel,: 460-7212), who will contact the doctor or other parties and verify that it is a legitimate medical excuse or emergency.

Punctuality is also crucial to student success. If a student arrives late (more than five minutes after the start of class) three times, it will constitute one unexcused absence. Furthermore, if a student leaves class early without previously arranged permission of the instructor, it will be counted the same as an unexcused absence. Previously arranged permission means meeting with the instructor in ample time BEFORE class begins.

Appropriate behavior: The University of South Alabama respects the right of instructors to teach and students to learn.  To guarantee these rights, students will be expected to maintain proper classroom behavior at all times.  Students engaging in disruptive behavior (as defined in The Lowdown) will be asked to leave the room.

Cell phones: Cell phones should be turned off and put away during class.  
Statement on Disability:  If you have a specific disability that qualifies you for academic accommodations, please notify the instructor/professor and provide certification from Disability Services. (OSSS is located in Room 270 of the Student Center (460-7212).
Emergency Response Information: To report an emergency call the USA Police at 460-6312 or 511 and then 911.  In the event of an alarm, all persons are to immediately vacate the building by walking quickly to the nearest marked exit and alert others to do the same. The evacuation route is posted at every exit on the 2nd and 3rd floors of Alpha Hall East. Assist persons with disabilities in exiting the building. If necessary, move those individuals to stairwell landings and request another building occupant stay with them until emergency responders can be notified of their location to provide rescue assistance. Do not use elevators. Once outside the building, move to a safe clear area at least 150 feet from the affected building.
Shelter in Place (events such as tornadoes or explosions)

In the event of an emergency such as a tornado or explosion, shelter in place may be a better option then evacuation. In such events, reduce the air exchange rate of the building before a hazardous plume could arrive by closing all windows and doors. Turn off all fans and air conditioners. Secondly, increase the air exchange rate of the building after a hazardous plume has passed, by opening all windows and doors. Turn on fans to aerate the building. Do not leave the building until official notification has passed.

Remember to update emergency contact numbers on Jag accounts so that the University can access current emergency contacts.

Evaluation:                                                                           Grading Scale:
90 - 100             A  
Tests=50%                                                                               
80 - 89               B  
Class work and participation=50%                                          
70 - 79               C  


                                                                                       
             69 or below        U 

Student Honor Code: Cheating will not be tolerated in this class.  Any student who is cheating will be given a grade of zero on the assignment.   
Tentative Schedule: Since all classes do not progress at the same rate, the instructor may wish to modify the above requirements or their timing as circumstances dictate.  For example, the instructor may wish to change the number and frequency of exams, or the number and sequence of assignments.  However, the students must be given adequate notification. If such modification is needed, it will be in writing and conform to the spirit of this policy statement. 
	Date
	Lecture

	Week One

June 1 – 4
	Review syllabus and become a member of this wiki.

Record introductions on www.Voxopop.com and listen to your classmates, 

Read contact information (newsletter) and connect with your teacher,
Hear a speaker from Mobile, Alabama and learn about the area.
Learn how about speech reduction on www.trainyouraccent.com
**Audio test on speech reduction: listen and highlight script when you hear the schwa (ə) sound of speech reduction.

	Week Two

June 7 – 11
	Review speech reduction. Record yourself using reduced speech on Voxopop reading a script from www.trainyouraccent.com.
Learn about the three pronunciations of the plural –s: /s/, /z/, and /iz/. Learn about voiced and unvoiced sounds.
Hear a non-native speaker talk about learning English
**Audio test on the 3 pronunciations of the plural –s: listen and place the word you hear in the appropriate column.

	Week Three

June 14 – 18 
	Review the 3 pronunciations of the plural –s and voiced and unvoiced sounds.

Learn about the 3 pronunciations of the past tense form of –ed: /t/, /Id/, and /d/.

Hear from a university student speak about the campus and program of study.

**Audio test on the pronunciation of –ed: listen to the endings and circle the appropriate sound.

	Week Four

June 21 – 25 
	Review pronunciation of past tense –ed by watching two Youtube videos.
Learn how pronounce the long vowel sounds: Pronunciation Power CD 
Mini-project: Go to the Student Page on the wiki and add a video, word document, photo, or image.  You will have “writer privileges” to edit content.

Hear a guest speaker from Saudi Arabia via Skype.
**Audio test: Distinguish which long vowel is being produced: a or e, i or e, etc.

	Week Five

June 28 – July 2
	Learn how to record yourself  on www.audacity.com
Review of long vowels.
Continue with mini-project.

Learn how to pronounce the short vowel sounds: Pronunciation Power CD
Hear a guest speaker on topic of your choice (TBA)
**Audio test: Distinguish which short vowel is being produced

	Week Six

July 6 – 9 

Monday, July 5 – Holiday / No class


	Listen to your peers’ recordings on audacity that have been uploaded to the wiki.
Review of short and long vowels.
Hear a guest speaker on topic of your choice (TBA)
**Audio test: Distinguish between short and long vowel sounds

	Week Seven

July 12 – 16
	Listen to Mrs. Rogers’ recordings on The Broke Blog and leave a comment: http://blog.brokebutnotforlong.org/
Review of consonant sounds of the alphabet and voiced and unvoiced sounds.
Hear a guest speaker on topic of your choice (TBA)
**Audio test: Determine if the consonant sound is voiced or unvoiced.

	Week Eight

July 19 – 23 
	Listen to a YouTube video from Will I Am and discuss the content of music/lyrics and vocabulary.
Comprehensive review of class content
Evaluate the class.
Hear a guest speaker on topic of your choice (TBA)
Review test for final exam, no grade, only practice!  

	Week Nine
	Comprehensive Final Exam: Thursday, July 29 – 3:30 pm – 5:30 pm 

Note: The test date cannot be rescheduled.




