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Greetings! 
I would like to share the various ways that you can stay connected with your teacher outside of classroom time.  This newsletter is dedicated to the many free online resources that I use to communicate with my students.  I am sure that you are familiar with some of these online tools, if not, just ask for assistance or find the tutorial available with each program.
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Skype
You can make a free PC-to-PC call via Skype.com.  If you have a laptop with a built-in camera or webcam, you can see your teacher when you talk.  Otherwise, you can converse using text-based chat and/or audio if you have headphones with a mic or a built-in microphone.  My Skype handle or name is Sandrogers123.  To set up a Skype call, first email the logistics to make an appointment and ensure that we both have adequate time to talk!
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Yahoo!
You can send an email, an instant message (IM), or a text message via Yahoo Mail (YM) for free via Yahoo.com. You can also share documents and/or photos, make a phone call, and follow the teachers’ activities!  Yahoo has a system of sharing information with the contacts you select; it’s called making a “connection.”  If you connect with your teacher, then you will be able to see when she logs on to her computer.  Likewise, she will be able to see when you are online.  Of course, there are ways to set up various filters to adjust who sees you online and when.  I will save our chat logs and may use some of them for error analysis in the class, so monitor your language.  Send me an IM at sandrogers123 or email at sandrogers123@yahoo.com to find out more!
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TappedIn (TI) 

Last but definitely not least, come visit my virtual office at TappedIn.org.  First, send me an email to set up an online appointment with the topic to be discussed.  Then we can meet in the reception room of the TI community.  From there we can move to my office for a meeting.  We will have access to a whiteboard for discussion, text-based chats, and file sharing.  My TI username is SandraR.  TappedIn is a professional online learning community that offers a free meeting space for educators.
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